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to take passengers on board without first ascertaining
whether they had leave to sail. Orders were issued divid-
ing the city and suburbs into fifty districts, twenty-four on
the north and twenty-six on the south side of the Liffey,
each district to be under the charge of a committee of
citizens whose loyalty was beyond doubt and who were
to be responsible for order in their respective localities.1
A register of every house in the district was to be kept with
all details regarding the inhabitants. Immediate notice
was to be given to the Government if an unusual number of
strangers arrived, and they were to be detained until they
had given a satisfactory account of themselves. The bankers
and merchants were requested to meet at the Royal
Exchange to organize relief for those who were to defend
the country from treason within and invasion without.
The chief cities, including Belfast and Cork, had already
started subscriptions- for the families of the men who
might fall in the Loyalist cause and to provide comforts
for the yeomanry. On the 4th August the out-pensioners
of Chelsea and Kihnainham Hospitals then living in Ire-
land were ordered to present themselves at their nearest
towns to be examined as to their fitness for the defence
of the country. Men over sixty or those who were
employed elsewhere or were totally unfit were exempt;
all others who did not report were to be crossed off the
lists of their respective hospitals. The magistrates of the
County of Dublin assembled under the chairmanship of
Lord Howth and, as a result, the High Sheriff was requested
to call a meeting of the nobility, gentry, clergy and free-
holders of the County, when a committee was appointed
to prepare addresses to the King and to the Viceroy on the
position in Ireland.
1 Dublin Evening News, 9 August 1803.
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